PN. 836 
Zo_be treated as strictly confidential until released for publication 


as follows:- 


CONFIDENTIAL: 


EVENING PAPERS .. TUESDAY, 24th JANUARY, 1939 


MORNING PAPERS .. WEDNESDAY, 25th JANUARY, 1939 


EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT - DECEMBER QUARTER, 1938 


The latest available statistics, from various sources, which 
offer some indication of the movement of Employment and Unemployment throughout 
Australia have been issued by the Commonwealth Statistician (Dr. Roland Wilson). 


Employment in Factories. The estimated number of persons 
employed in Australian factories in 1937-38 was 24% greater than in the pre- 
depression year of 1928-29, and 7% greater than in the year 1936-37. When the 
growth in employee population is taken into account, the 1937-38 index number was 
11% greater than the 1928-29 index and 6% greater than the index for 1936-37. 
During 1937-38 the latter index rose steadily for the first six months, but declined 
slightly in the closing months of the year to a level about 5% higher than the 
average for 1936-37. However, this index has slightly recovered over the first 
five months of 1938-39, and the figure for November is only just below the average 
for 1937-38, 


A comparison of factory employment in November, 1938 (the 
latest month for which figures are available for all States) with November, 1937, 
shows the following estimated percentage changes:- New South Wales, nil3 Wictoria, 
-3.03 Queensland, +0.83 South Australia, +0.9; Western Australia, nil; Tasmanic, 
-0.8; Australia, -1.1 (or, taking account of the growth of employee population, =2.2). 


Employment in Retail Stores. The index number for Australia 
for the year 1937-38 indicates a 28% increase in employment since July, 1933 (the 
first date for which figures are available), and a 2% increase since 1936-37. When 
the growth of employee population is taken into account increases are 22% since July, 
1933 and 2% since 1936-37. During the first five months of 1938-39 this latter 
index has steadily risen, and the November figure is slightly over 1% greater than 
the average for 1937-38. 


A comparison of employment in retail stores in November, 1938 
(the latest month for which figures are available for all States) with November, 1937, 
shows the following estimated percentage changes:- New South Wales, +2.33 Victoria, 
+2.13 Queensland, +4.53; South Australia, +0.93; Western Australia, nil; Tasmania, 
+4,.03; Australia, +1.9 (or, taking account of the growth of employee population, 
+0.9). 
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Number of Employees, 1928-29 


Index for 1926-27 
1927-28 
1928-29 
1929-30 
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1931-32 


1932-33 
1933-34 
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1936-37 
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1936 - November 
December 
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March 


MONTHLY INDEX OF FACTORY EMPLOYMENT - EXCLUDING WORKING PROPRIETORS (a) 
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May 115/128 1119 [127 127 1105 
June 117/128 |120/126 
Jug. oy 8) 120/101/115 ]119 120/120 
August ) 109 119100 115 /121 |123 |122 
September ) DS Ee OS aici Sale aa eleees 
October ) 1121125] 98/129 |123 }129/125 
November ) 111/126] 98}120 )125 |130|126 
December ) 131 |102 |124 |125 |1301127 

1938 - January ) 1331115 ]129 |122 1119 |122 
February ) 112]134 |115 |130 }123 |130 125]. 
March ) 112] 136 1119 |132 |126 1133 /128 | 
April ) 111 1135 |110 |129 |125 |129 |126 112 | 114 113 
May ) 110]133 |112 {128 |123 1130 125 110| 114 122 
June ) 1S Wee Sees pores 110! 121 |1210 
July ) ieee epee 117/109 126 |109 122 1199 1333 1193 110] 108 | 109 
August ) 126/120 1126 116]108}126 }110 }122 |123 |127 [124 LTO} Ta PG 
September) 127}121 1125 116 |109} 124 |102 |119 124 |125 124 TLE) CERO as 
October ) a 118 }111)127 |102 |122 }123 j128/125 TOW Jie E 
November ) 125/119 119}111|1261 98 |119 {124 |127 1125 Tid) aie 





Number of Factories in Sample 1901 100 | 150 147 92 49 | 2439 | 


| Percentage of employees in 86 21 ay 62 57 54 
| sample in 1936-37 
(a) The indexes for 1936-37 are based on the final factory returns. From July, 1937 the indexes have been computed 
on the basis of the 1936-37 final figures. 
(o) After June, 1937, indexes are based on sample returns. Thereafter male and female indexes for Australia are 
calculated on the assumption that the change in masculinity in the six States is equal to the change 
in the five States other than New South Wales for which sample masculinity figures are not available. 


(c) Not available. 


MALES EMPLOYED IN FACTORIES AS PERCENTAGE OF ALL PERSONS 
EMPLOYED IN FASTORTES 










New apes: South Western | 
South Vietoria| *\or4 Aus- Aus- AUSTRALIA| 
Wales tralia tralia 












1926-27 74.8 66.3 83.8 82.4 
1927-28 74.8 66.2 83.2 82.0 
1928-29 74.4 Ga. 'T 81.9 82.0 
1929-30 74.1 65.1 81.9 81.7 
1930-31 72.6 64.4 81.6 80.2 






1931-32 Tet 62.21 80.8 78.6 







1932-33 71.0 62.2 79.8 78.5 















1933-34 fled G38 C257 79.8 
1934-35 kee 64.1 tot 80.8 
1935-36 72.2 65.3 80.0 81.2 
1936-37 72.2 66.1 80.1 81.6 
1937-38 nea. 67.0 80.4 81.8 









1936 - 
November 
December 


ge 65.9 80.2 80.9 
72.42 66.4 79.8 81.7 
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January 73.42 67.3 Pork 82.2 80.5 81.1 

February 72.4 65.7 Tage Biss 80.4 80.0 TL? 
March 72.0 Go,2 1962 81.6 80.7 79,2 Theat 
April 72.0 66.2 80.1 81.9 80.8 80.5 712.0 
May T203 66.6 80.3 82.3 80,5 80.3 72.3 
June 72.7 66.8 81.2 82.4 80.6 80.0 727 
July (a) nas 67.2 80.7 82.6 80.0 80.0 | (b)72.8 
August Nee 66.9 80.5 82.3 80.3 80.1 72.6 
September Tighe Geo 80.8 82.0 80.1 81.4 72.7 
October Neb. 66.6 80.0 81.4 80.0 Biya: 72.0 
November n.a. 66.7 81.0 Seo Set 81.3 7242 
December Nes Bilal 80.1 82.2 woe 81.2 72.4 
1938 - 

January Nee 69.0 79.8 82.0 Tas6 2 he eke 73.4 
February Nee 66.2 79.6 82.0 fone oan 71.6 
March Nee 66.6 80.2 81.2 79.8 79.5 71.9 
April Tis ain 67.4 80.0 81.3 80.3 80.5 

May Nee 66.5 81.0 Blak 80,1 80.0 

June Neae 67,0 81.0 81.5 oes T9337 

July Nede Gow 80.8 82.2 79.6 1956 

August Nae 66.6 81.2 81.5 2956 fees 
September nehs Shed 81.5 Bee 19.48 80.5 

October NeBe 67.0 fsclrats 81.5 eT 80.8 

November Nee 67.2 81.1 Sled | Wet Si. 

















Neae not available. 


Notez: This table has been revised to exclude working 
proprietors. 


(a) From July, 1937 the percentages are based on estimates 
computed from returns from "sample" factories. 


(o) From July, 1937 the percentage for Australia is calculated 
on the assumption that the change in masculinity 
in the six States is equal to the change in the 
five States, other than New South Wales, for which 
sample masculinity figures are not available. 


4. 





MONTHLY INDEX OF EMPLOYMENT IN RETAIL STORES 


(Bases July, 1933 = 100) 














Australia 
New South | Western Index 
Queens- 
Month a land Rerea nore mania {Unadjusted divided by 
Y ia Talon Index of 
Employee 
ae Population 
Index for - Fe aay ae 
1933-34 103 101 104 103 
1934<35 tebe: 106 14.5 110 
1935-36 118 109 119 116 
1936-37 124 a8 125 120 
1937-38 130 i Be 128 122 
1936 - 
November 123 aaa 125 12: 
December ely 12: 138 133 
Look. = 
January 123 112 125 120 
February Bed shal 125 120 
March Les L35 ree 123 118 
April 124 136 109 124 119 
May 126 138 cm Qu 126 120 
June : 126 141 110 126 121 
July 129 137 110 ier 121 
August 126 L3S 110 124 ee ee) 
September 126 35 110 125 119 
October 127 140 110 seas ee 
November 129 143 110 ea aes 
December 144 161 Les 144 137, 
1938 = 
January 128 144 Lid 129 123 
February tot Beh) Cea 128 122 | 
March 128 140 110 tat 12 | 
April 129 140 ie 128 peat 
May 1239 141 112 128 122 | 
| dune baal 142 113 i229 122 
July 134 £39 she nag ae 
August 129 135 Ta 126 119 
September 128 E37 Lue Le? 120 
| October 123 142 110 128 Lea 
November 132 146 115 131 124 | 
| Number of 
establishments | 599 102 120 35 69 14 939 939 
mow furnishing 
returns 





INDEXES OF EMPLOYMENT IN NEW SOUTH WALES 
AND QUEENSLAND. 


Working from the basis of the results of the Census of 30th June, 
1933, and from compilations made from returns of employers in remitting wages tax and 
returns collected from Government Departments, the Government Statistician of New South 
Wales has prepared an index of employment and unemployment covering all persons 
dependent on employment in New South Wales. The Director of the Bureau of Industry of 
Queensland publishes an index of employment and unemployment among men wage and salary 
earners. The data for this index are derived from information relating to Unemploy- 
ment Insurance contributions and other sources. The results are given below - 


De 


NEW SOUTH WALES 

Percentages of Employment and Unemployment - All available wage- 

earners (a) Including and (b) Excluding as employed the full- 

time equivalent of men engaged part-time on relief works. 
Percentage of all who are dependent on al 
and available for employment. 

Period (a) Including as employed b) I i 
the full-time equivalent of 
all part-time relief workers 


oe onc A cS NO 


b) Including all part- 
time relief workers 
as unemployed 









— __ Employed _Unemployed Employed Unemployed 

Census of 30th June, 1933 74.4 25.6 | 74.5. ¢ | 936.5 
1934 - June a 80.5 19.5 77,8 pe 
1935 - June va 85.9 LAS Shall 16.9 
1936 - June acs BOTS LOE B72 Vente) 
1937 - June ae vsea 515) 9243 Tee 
November are 9609 Bi elk 95.7 4.3 
December oh 97.2 228 96.0 4.0 

1938 - January ee 94.6 564 93.2 6.5 
February we 96,0 4,0 95.0 5.0 

March 5c 96.0 4.0 94.9 eral 

April ou 96.0 4,0 94.9 Bisak 

May ate 95.8 4.2 94.8 Ge 

June Ac Soave BAe Oyen 4.9 

duly os 95.9 4.1 94.9 Sail 

August oe 95.3 4.7 94.2 5.8 
September es 95.8 4.2 94.8 bige 
October Gc 95.4 4,6 94.3 bat 
November ate Jaa6 4,4 94.6 5.4 





The indexes were revised in November, 1937. In estimating the incre&@se in 
the number of persons dependent on employment allowance is now made for (a) increase in 
the proportion of females who are wage-earners, and (b) youths who were without occupation 
but were not recorded in the wage-earning group at the Census of 1933. Adjustment for 
seasonal variations in employment is not made exccpt in respect of casual retail employees 
in December. 








At the Census of 30th June, 1933, 15,142 persons dependent on employment 
returned themselves as unemployed by reason of illness, accident, etc. or "voluntarily". 
This number, representing 1.8 per cent. of all persons dependent on employment is excluded 
from the above indexes, which relate to percentages of available wage~earners, employed 
and unemployed. 

The approximate number of persons in private employment was 478,000 in June, 
19333 653,000 in June, 19373 and 693,000 in November, 1938. 


QUEENSLAND 
Employment and Unemployment emong Men Wage and Salary Earners 
b) Including "Inter- 
mittent Relief Workers! 





















a) Including as employed — 
the full-time equivalent of 


Period part-time relief workers as unemployed ais 

Kmployed Unemployed Employed | Unemployed 
1933 = ee oe ee eae 21.0 laae Belo 
1934 - June ee 85.0 15.0 80.2 19.8 
1935 - June ee 85.9 10.1 85.2 14.8 
1936 - June a 91.6 8.2 86.4 ie he) 
1937 - June oe 94,3 567 90.5 SP 
s% 95.2 4.8 es) 8.5 
Te eaese oe hers 4.8 Olek 8.3 
December oe ESS 4.5 | oes 
1938 - January ie 95.4 4.6 91.8 8.2 
February oe Deis 4.7 91.8 Bae 
March es 95.4 4.6 A oar 
April oe eb Py 4.8 91.6 8.4 
May ee 99.3 4.7 B37 8.3 
June ake 95.4 4.6 91,8 Bee 
July oe 95,7 4.3 92.1 1.9 
August ee 95,9 4.1 92.5 Vase 
September oe 96.0 4.0 92.8 ive 
October 95.0 4.5 fo 6.8 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ae ee 








The above table is in terms of full-time employment and unemployment. 
Normal seasonal variation is excluded, Allowance has been made for an estimated 
annual increase of 1.5% in the number of men dependent on employment. The approximate 


number of men in employment for the three months ended October, 1938, excluding relief 
workers, was 177,000, 


UNEMPLOYMENT 
QUARTER ENDED DECEMBER, 1938 


The figures relating to unemployment among members of Trade Unions are, 
similarly to those published in the past, derived from returns furnished by Trade 
Unions. 


The percentages of recorded unemployment among members of reporting 
Trade Unions for Australia as a whole are given below for the June quarter of 1932, 
when unemployment was at its maximum and for each quarter from December, 1933 onwards:- 


AUSTRALIA 
1932 = June quarter 30.0 per cent. 
1933 - December quarter Bom 2 
1934 - March quarter 72 a e 
June u 206g - 
September" 20,4. ¥ a 
December " Llec8.  ™ 3 
1935 - March quarter Teor)" os 
June : 21 fo 
September" te eee A 
December " Laigile oo ” 
1936 - March quarter ist” i: 
June " i = 8 " " 
September" cea Oa nd 
December " to,7 . 
1937 - March quarter a: oe " 
June w 9 - f/ " il 
September" ad “ 
December " cs “ 
1938 - March quarter 820» U x 
June wt 8, 6 " w 
September" 95a. > * 4 
December " ao re 


It should be noted that the figures refer to the mid-month of each 
quarter, and represent the conditions at the middle of that month. Consequently, the 
latest figures referred to herein relate to the middle of November, 1938. 


Following the peak point (30 per cent.) in unemployment attained in the 
June quarter of 1932 the percentage dropped continuously to 8 per cent. in the mg 
quarter of 1938, the lowest figure ‘since August 1927, when it was 6.7 per pi : ae 
each of the next two quarters, however, the figure rose by 0.6 per ee or : per L 
members, but fell again by 0.3 per cent. or 3 per 1,000 members in the December quarter, 


1938, 
i i i i f unemployment has 
Since the maximum point in May, 1932, the rate of 
diminished by 211 per 1,000 members, i.e. from 30 per cent. in May, 1932 to 8.9 per cent. 
in November, 1938. The improvement has been experienced in alt the States in the 
nee: we Seance (per 1,000 members) - South Australia, 2643 Western Australia, 2383 
New South Wales, 2313; Victoria, 1875 Queensland, 1423; Tasmania, 137. 


The usual tables for Trade Union Unemployment are appended. 


7. 


i AUSTRALIA 


Number and | Membership _ of Trade Unions Reporting and 1 Number 
and id Percentaze of ‘Unemployed 
Merch quarter, 1929 to December quarter, 
1938 














June June | December 
Quarter|Quarter] Quarter 


“March June 
Querter |Quarter 














Australia 































1929 1932 1933 1934 1937 
umber of Unions Svan) Soue)  Sod| soa 387 ua 
ombership 420,756 |413,742/415,559/422,113] 455,608 |4 Ly 
aemployed - Number} 39,159 )124,068/106,652| 88,413| 37,558 ; 
Percentage Ge Soyo 'as.7 | -60..0 8.2 | 
STATES. 
Percentage of Mento ers of Trade Unions 
Reported _ as s Unerm oyed_i in a_each § ‘State 
March querter, 1929 %o December quarter, 1938 
Merch | June | dune | dune |December ~ June |September December 
State Quarter|/Quarter [Qua irter|Quarter| Quarter (Quarter {| Quarter | Quarter 
1929 1932 1933 1934 hos 1938 1938 
ete te i 
aw South Wales 7 33.2 | 29.6 | 25.0 Ts eel 9.8 Loma 
ictoria 06 Bigta WieoeO fs LSeO Ted 8.5 Fig 
ijeensland ele 19,9 | RDO Leer if ©6560 Wee Sian 
yuth Australia se Bae AON 2 Diet Geo Haare 8.8 
astern Australia 15 30.3 | 2600 (he.3 5.0 5.3 6.5 
.simania 7 | 27.4 | 19.0 | 17.9 | 10.2 | 10.4 | 13.7 
| D) I 
TOTAL 9.3 [30.0 | 25.7 |] 20,9 | 9.2] 86 ie 
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